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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned, thereunto duly authorized.

WESTPAC BANKING CORPORATION
(Registrant)

Date:    October 8, 2004 By: /s/ Manuela Adl
Manuela Adl
SVP & Chief Operating Officer
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8 October 2004

Westpac telecommunications to be provided directly by Telstra

Westpac Banking Corporation has finalised an agreement with IBM Global Services and Telstra to change its telecommunications contractual
arrangements.

In 2000 Westpac outsourced its IT and Telecommunications to IBM Global Services. The telecoms component was provided by Telstra under
subcontract to IBM Global Services and was due to expire in December 2005.

As of 1 October 2004, Westpac has contracted directly with Telstra for these services.  The change has been prompted by Westpac�s plan to
move into its new building located near Darling Harbour in 2006.

The new arrangements will enable Westpac and Telstra to work closely on the detailed planning and development of Westpac�s future
telecommunications needs.

IBM Global Services and Telstra have both supported this change and have worked closely with Westpac to ensure that transition occurs
seamlessly, and that service delivery is unaffected.  IBM Global Services will continue to provide the operational delivery of IT working closely
with Telstra to deliver Westpac�s requirements.

Ends.

For Further Information

Name: Julia Quinn
Westpac Banking Corporation, Media Relations
Ph: 02 9226 3443
Mb: 0409 311 197
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