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                                  UNITED STATES
                       SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
                             WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549

                                    FORM 13F

                               FORM 13F COVER PAGE

Report for the Calendar Year or Quarter Ended:    12/31/2007
                                               -----------------------

Check Here if Amendment / /; Amendment Number:
                                               ---------
   This Amendment (Check only one.):    / / is a restatement.
                                        / / adds new holdings entries.

Institutional Investment Manager Filing this Report:

   Name:         Ares Management LLC
                 ------------------------------------
   Address:      1999 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1900
                 ------------------------------------
                 Los Angeles, CA 90067
                 ------------------------------------

Form 13F File Number:    28-
                         ---------------------

The institutional investment manager filing this report and the person by whom
it is signed hereby represent that the person signing the report is authorized
to submit it, that all information contained herein is true, correct and
complete, and that it is understood that all required items, statements,
schedules, lists, and tables, are considered integral parts of this form.

Person Signing this Report on Behalf of Reporting Manager:

Name:    Michael D. Weiner
         ---------------------------------------------
Title:   Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary
         ---------------------------------------------
Phone:   310-201-4140
         ---------------------------------------------

Signature, Place, and Date of Signing:

   /s/ Michael D. Weiner              Los Angeles, CA     February 14, 2008
   -------------------------------    -----------------   -----------------
           [Signature]                  [City, State]          [Date]

Report Type (Check only one.):

/X/ 13F HOLDINGS REPORT. (Check here if all holdings of this reporting
    manager are reported in this report.)

/ / 13F NOTICE. (Check here if no holdings reported are in this report,
    and all holdings are reported by other reporting manager(s).)
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/ / 13F COMBINATION REPORT. (Check here if a portion of the holdings for this
    reporting manager are reported in this report and a portion are reported by
    other reporting manager(s).)

List of Other Managers Reporting for this Manager:  NONE

                              FORM 13F SUMMARY PAGE

Report Summary:

Number of Other Included Managers:      0
                                        --------------------

Form 13F Information Table Entry Total: 9
                                        --------------------

Form 13F Information Table Value Total: $631,986
                                        --------------------
                                            (thousands)

List of Other Included Managers:  NONE

                           FORM 13F INFORMATION TABLE

      COLUMN 1                COLUMN 2     COLUMN 3 COLUMN 4         COLUMN 5         COLUMN 6    COLUMN 7          COLUMN 8
-------------------------  -------------- --------- -------- ---------------------- ------------ --------- ------------------------
                                                     VALUE    SHRS OR   SH/   PUT/   INVESTMENT    OTHER        VOTING AUTHORITY
   NAME OF ISSUER          TITLE OF CLASS   CUSIP   (x$1000)  PRN AMT   PRN   CALL   DISCRETION   MANAGERS    SOLE    SHARED   NONE
-------------------------  -------------- --------- -------- --------- ----- ------ ------------ --------- ---------- -------- ----

Ares Capital Corporation      Com         04010L103  17,788   1,216,667  SH             Sole                1,216,667
Exco Resources Inc.           Com         269279402  50,826   6,533,333  SH             Sole                6,533,333
GenTek Inc.                   Com         37245X203   1,480      50,842  SH             Sole                   50,842
Hanger Orthopedic Group
  Inc.                        Com         41043F208   2,202     200,000  SH             Sole                  200,000
Liberty Global, Inc.          Com         530555101  13,842     353,101  SH             Sole                  353,101
Maidenform Brands, Inc.       Com         560305104  50,566   3,737,351  SH             Sole                3,737,351
NII Holdings Inc.             Com         62913F201  10,850     225,000  SH             Sole                  225,000
SandRidge Energy, Inc.        Com         80007P307 478,133  13,333,333  SH             Sole               13,333,333
Virgin Media Inc.             Com         92769L101   6,299     368,999  SH             Sole                  368,999

TOTAL                                               631,986  26,018,626                                    26,018,626

/TR>

� a corporation created or organized in or under the laws of the United States, any state therein or the District of
Columbia; or
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� an estate or trust the income of which is subject to U.S. federal income taxation regardless of its source.
Tax Treatment Prior to Maturity. You should not be required to recognize income over the term of the securities prior
to maturity, other than pursuant to a sale, exchange or retirement as described below.

Sale, Exchange or Retirement of the Securities. Upon a sale, exchange or retirement of the securities, you should
recognize gain or loss equal to the difference between the amount realized on the sale, exchange or retirement and
your tax basis in the securities that are sold, exchanged or retired. Your tax basis in the securities should equal the
amount you paid to acquire them. This gain or loss should be long-term capital gain or loss if at the time of the sale,
exchange or retirement you held the securities for more than one year, and short-term capital gain or loss otherwise.
Long-term capital gains recognized by non-corporate U.S. holders are generally subject to taxation at reduced rates.
The deductibility of capital losses is subject to certain limitations.

Possible Alternative Tax Treatments of an Investment in the Securities

Alternative U.S. federal income tax treatments of the securities are possible that, if applied, could materially and
adversely affect the timing and/or character of income, gain or loss with respect to them. It is possible, for example,
that the securities could be treated as debt instruments governed by Treasury regulations relating to the taxation of
contingent payment debt instruments. In that case, regardless of your method of tax accounting for U.S. federal
income tax purposes, you would be required to accrue income based on our comparable yield for similar
non-contingent debt, determined as of the time of issuance of the securities, in each year that you held the securities,
even though we are not required to make any payment with respect to the securities prior to maturity. In addition, any
gain on the sale, exchange or retirement of the securities would be treated as ordinary income.

Other possible U.S. federal income tax treatments of the securities could also affect the timing and character of
income or loss with respect to the securities. In 2007, the U.S. Treasury Department and the IRS released a notice
requesting comments on the U.S. federal income tax treatment of �prepaid forward contracts� and similar instruments.
The notice focuses in particular on whether to require holders of these instruments to accrue income over the term of
their investment. It also asks for comments on a number of related topics, including the character of income or loss
with respect to these instruments; whether short-term instruments should be subject to any such accrual regime; the
relevance of factors such as the exchange-traded status of the instruments and the nature of the underlying property to
which the instruments are linked; and whether these instruments are or should be subject to the �constructive ownership�
regime, which very generally can operate to recharacterize certain long-term capital gain as ordinary income and
impose a notional interest charge. While the notice requests comments on appropriate transition rules and effective
dates, any Treasury regulations or other guidance promulgated after consideration of these issues could materially and
adversely affect the tax consequences of an investment in the securities, possibly with retroactive effect. You should
consult your tax adviser regarding the possible alternative treatments of an investment in the securities and the issues
presented by this notice.

Tax Consequences to Non-U.S. Holders

This section applies only to non-U.S. holders. You are a �non-U.S. holder� if you are a beneficial owner of a security
that is, for U.S. federal income tax purposes:

� an individual who is classified as a nonresident alien;

� a foreign corporation; or
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� a foreign estate or trust.
You are not a non-U.S. holder for purposes of this discussion if you are (i) an individual who is present in the United
States for 183 days or more in the taxable year of disposition or (ii) a former citizen or resident of the United States. If
you

PRS-24
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are or may become such a person during the period in which you hold a security, you should consult your tax adviser
regarding the U.S. federal tax consequences of an investment in the securities.

Sale, Exchange or Retirement of the Securities. You generally should not be subject to U.S. federal income or
withholding tax in respect of amounts paid to you, provided that income in respect of the securities is not effectively
connected with your conduct of a trade or business in the United States.

If you are engaged in a U.S. trade or business, and if income from the securities is effectively connected with the
conduct of that trade or business, you generally will be subject to regular U.S. federal income tax with respect to that
income in the same manner as if you were a U.S. holder, unless an applicable income tax treaty provides otherwise. If
you are such a holder and you are a corporation, you should also consider the potential application of a 30% (or lower
treaty rate) branch profits tax.

Tax Consequences Under Possible Alternative Treatments. If all or any portion of a security were recharacterized as a
debt instrument, subject to the discussion below regarding FATCA, any payment made to you with respect to the
security generally should not be subject to U.S. federal withholding or income tax, provided that: (i) income or gain in
respect of the security is not effectively connected with your conduct of a trade or business in the United States, and
(ii) you provide an appropriate IRS Form W-8 certifying under penalties of perjury that you are not a United States
person.

Other U.S. federal income tax treatments of the securities are also possible. In 2007, the U.S. Treasury Department
and the IRS released a notice requesting comments on the U.S. federal income tax treatment of �prepaid forward
contracts� and similar instruments. Among the issues addressed in the notice is the degree, if any, to which income
with respect to instruments such as the securities should be subject to U.S. withholding tax. While the notice requests
comments on appropriate transition rules and effective dates, it is possible that any Treasury regulations or other
guidance promulgated after consideration of these issues might materially and adversely affect the withholding tax
consequences of an investment in the securities, possibly with retroactive effect. If withholding applies to the
securities, we will not be required to pay any additional amounts with respect to amounts withheld. Accordingly, you
should consult your tax adviser regarding the issues presented by the notice.

U.S. Federal Estate Tax

If you are an individual non-U.S. holder or an entity the property of which is potentially includible in such an
individual�s gross estate for U.S. federal estate tax purposes (for example, a trust funded by such an individual and
with respect to which the individual has retained certain interests or powers), you should note that, absent an
applicable treaty exemption, the securities may be treated as U.S. situs property subject to U.S. federal estate tax. If
you are such an individual or entity, you should consult your tax adviser regarding the U.S. federal estate tax
consequences of investing in the securities.

Information Reporting and Backup Withholding

Amounts paid on the securities, and the proceeds of a sale, exchange or other disposition of the securities, may be
subject to information reporting and, if you fail to provide certain identifying information (such as an accurate
taxpayer identification number if you are a U.S. holder) or meet certain other conditions, may also be subject to
backup withholding at the rate specified in the Code. If you are a non-U.S. holder that provides an appropriate IRS
Form W-8, you will generally establish an exemption from backup withholding. Amounts withheld under the backup
withholding rules are not additional taxes and may be refunded or credited against your U.S. federal income tax
liability, provided the relevant information is timely furnished to the IRS.

FATCA Legislation
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Legislation commonly referred to as �FATCA� generally imposes a withholding tax of 30% on payments to certain
non-U.S. entities (including financial intermediaries) with respect to certain financial instruments, unless various U.S.
information reporting and due diligence requirements have been satisfied. An intergovernmental agreement between
the United States and the non-U.S. entity�s jurisdiction may modify these requirements. This legislation applies to
certain financial instruments that are treated as paying U.S.-source interest or other U.S.-source �fixed or determinable
annual or periodical� income. If the securities were treated as debt instruments, the withholding regime under FATCA
would apply to any amounts treated as interest. If withholding applies to the securities, we will not be required to pay
any additional amounts with respect to amounts withheld. If you are a non-U.S. holder, or a U.S. holder holding
securities through a non-U.S. intermediary, you should consult your tax adviser regarding the potential application of
FATCA to the securities.

The preceding discussion constitutes the full opinion of Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP regarding the material
U.S. federal tax consequences of owning and disposing of the securities.
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You should consult your tax adviser regarding all aspects of the U.S. federal income and estate tax
consequences of an investment in the securities and any tax consequences arising under the laws of any state,
local or non-U.S. taxing jurisdiction.
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Edgar Filing: ARES CAPITAL CORP - Form 13F-HR

7


